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citous to force them from their bar- 
barous cusioui ; tliey coniented them- 
selves with levying a penalty, from 
which ibey themselves derifed the 
principal advantage, and thus con- 
vetted ii into a regular tax, so op- 
ysressfve as to become a jusi subject 
t)f complaint " 

]f ignorance be obstinate, care 
ought to be taken not to irritate 
wantonly, and' not to concert power 
into an engine of ppptession. A bad 
system of govcrtiiuent, instead of re- 
tlaimtng, frequently, as in this case, 
only hardens, especially when it is 
inanifist, that the aim h to extract 
a means of .farther oppression, un- 
der the pretext of discountenancing; 
a bad practice. To rule with ad- 
vantage, it is necessary to show, that 
the people are ruled fur their good. 

IV. 

For the Belfast Monthh Magazine. 

APPENDIX TO THE FOURTEENTH RE- 
POnX OF THE fiOABO OF EDl/CA'llON, 
IN IRELAND. 

(Contirtued from page \&8.) 

Letter ftom the Right Hon Henri/ 
Gi attanto the&eaciarj/ qf' the Buard 
of Education. 

T HAli the honoui- to receive your 
■*■ letter, vvniten by the commamis 
of the Board of Education, express- 
ing their desiie that the absent mem- 
bers of that body should communi- 
cate by letter their plans on the sub- 
ject ot the edueaiion of the poorer 
orders of the people in Ireland. In 
obedience to the wishes of Uie Board, 
1 venture to submit, what i do not 
presume to call a plan, but instead 
of one, a few ideas li<unded on that 
plan which the legislature has al- 
ready reioinmendfcd. 1 would pur- 
sue the sugf;esiion of the Act that 
estabiibbed parish schools, with such 



alterations as nfust arise from the 
change of time, circumstance, and 
condition. According to that act, I 
would recommend parish schools as 
bringing education to every man's 
door ; but parish schools better en-? 
d6wed than the present, and on a 
more extensive, and by far a more 
comprehensive foundation. And I 
would submit as a proper subject 
matter of education in these schools, 
not only the study of the English 
tongue, reading, writing, and arith- 
metic, but also the study of certain 
books of horticulture and agriculture, 
together with treatises on the care 
and knowledge of trees. I would re- 
commend that such studies be pur- 
sued in the English schools already 
established. 1 should recommend 
that in those parish schools the 
Christian religion should be taught ; 
but that no particular description of 
it should form a part of the educa- 
tion,, in the place thereof, it might 
perhaps not be improper to devise- 
siiroe general'instructions regarding 
the four great duties of man ; «iuty 
to God, duty to one another, duty 
to the country, and duty to the go- 
vernment. 1 beg to add, that one 
great object of national edtication 
should be to unite the inhabitants 
of the Island, and that such an event 
cannot be well accomplished, except 
they are taught to speak one com- 
mon language. I think the diversity 
of language, and not the diversity 
of religion, constitutes a diversity of 
people. I should be very sorry that the 
liish langviage should be forgotten, 
but glad that the English tanguage 
should be generally understood. To 
obtain that end in Ireland, it is ne- 
cessary that the schools formed on a 
plan of national educatibn, which 
teach the English language, should 
not attempt to leach the English re- 
ligiori, because the Catholics who 
v» ould resort to our schools to learn 
the one, will keep aloof if we attempt 
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to make them [xroselytes to the other ; 
and we should, by that attempt, re- 
ject one great means of uniting our 
people ; and we should continue lo 
add to the imaginary ^o/iVico/ divi- 
sion, supposed to exist in a differ- 
ence of religion, a real political di. 
vision, formed on the diversity of 
language. 

1 have the honour lo be, &c. 

Henry Gbattan. 
(To be continued.) 

T» the PnfrUlori of tit Belfast Magazint, 

TV^ D's smart little effusion on 

■*■'■*■ Bible Societies, in your last 
Number, addressed to a Freethinker, 
has induced me to trouble yua with 
9 few observations on his remarks. 
He commences his remarks by ob- 
serving, that he would have no ob- 
jection that the Douay Bible should 
be added to the Bible Society, and 
distributed to the Catholics, but with- 
out note or comment. Now, Roman 
Catholics are taught the sense of 
Scripture from their pastors, and bow 
with submission to the interpretation 
put on every text by their church j 
consequently, they expect to find 
on each difficult passage a note i>r 

explication. But in this M d 

would not gratify them, and then 
asserts his toleration as warm as the 
Free-thinker's could be ! This ij a 
strange method of doing things. 

After declaring that " every thing 
in Scripture, essential to our happi- 
ness, is easily understood, and netd 
not be perplexed by human sophis. 
iiy," which in my opinion is a tiega- 
live admittance that clergy of all de- 
tioniinations could be pretty safely 
dispensed with, on the score of sal- 
vation, and then saying, that " it 
argues an e,qual want of liberality 
and good sense, to accuse the Society 
of a proselytizing spirit," (will it Ue 



denied that the Society has an nn- 

catbulizing spirit .') M- d asks, 

"why should the clergy of the Ro» 
man Catholic church insist upon an 
exception in their favour, when the 
Protestants require Don« for tbem- 
selves ?" To this I will answer, that 
the clergy of the Roman Catholic 
church insist on no exception in their 
favour : they are not a branch of the 
Bible Society, They wish and de- 
sire their flocks to read the Douay 
Bible, even with notes. They have 
often thought, no doubt, that if tha 
Douay Bible wasdisseminated among 
Catholics, as the other is among 
Protestants, a great deal of good 
would result from it, and as the 
Bible society wish for a spread of 
gospel knowledge, such an under- 
taking could not be foreign to their 
plan. But even for this they never 
insisted, however grateful they might 
feel for its adoption. 

Now, with regard to Protestants 
requiring neither notes nor comments 
attached to their Bibles, I shall beg 

leave to ask M d, does he mean 

by the word Protestant those various 
bodies of Christians who dissent from 
the tenets of the Roman Catholic 
church? If he do, I roust confess, 
that I cannot conceive how notes or 
conimeuts could be preBxed to the 
Bibles now circulating among them, 
so as to answer each denomination, 
as it is obviou<i, that orrb holds 
that as essential to eternal salva- 
tion, which the other, on the same 
ground, as firmly denies. This is 
not the case with Catholics ; they 
are all united in one doctrine,.and 
obedient to one head, their church, 
and the Douay being for them a- 
loue, could not interfere with other 
societies of Christians who difter 
in creed umkr the one name. 



Reflector. 



Lamhe^, 



